Ymateb i Sesiynau Ymgynghori ‘Galw i Mewn’ Ynysymaengwyn gynhaliwyd yn Swyddfeydd y Cyngor ar 19 a 22 Gorffennaf.
Responses from Ynysymaengwyn Consultation ‘Drop In’ Sessions held at Towyn Council Offices on 19 and 22 of July.
Nifer gofrestrwyd fu’n mynychu’r sesiynau:

Number of people registered attending the drop in sessions:

Mercher 19 Gorffennaf / Wednesday 19 July
38

Sadwrn 22 Gorffennaf / Saturday 22 July

45

Cyfanswm / Total


83

Nifer ffurflenni adborth a gwblhawyd 33 , cwblhawyd 4 ffurflen gan ddau berson / Number of feedback forms completed 33, 4 of which were completed by couples.
Mae’r ymateb a nodir wedi ei gymryd oddiar y ffurflenni adborth,  y siartiau fflip neu’r ddau. Fe’i dangosir fel y nodwyd ac nid ydynt ymddangos mewn unrhyw drefn arbennig.
The responses below have been taken from the response forms, flip charts or both and are shown as given and do not appear in any specific order.
1.
Cadw mewn cysylltiad / Future involvement
	Oes gennych ddiddordeb mewn cael gwybodaeth reolaidd ynglŷn â datblygiadau i’r goedlan?

Are you interested in being kept informed about future developments at Ynysymaengwyn Woodland?



	Oes / Yes - 26

	Trwy gylchlythyr / By Newsletter
	19

	Drwy erthyglau yn y wasg leol / Through local press articles 


	16

	Unrhyw ffordd arall / Another way (please suggest)
	2  methods suggested: mail and web site

	Oes gennych ddiddordeb mewn rhoi eich barn yn y dyfodol?

Are you interested in giving your views in the future?

	Oes /Yes - 21

	Drwy fynychu cyfarfodydd fel hyn / By attending events like this one


	21

	Ysgrifennu at yr Ymddiriedolaeth / Writing in to the Trust


	3

	Drwy ffonio’r Ymddiriedolaeth / By ringing up


	3

	Drwy fod yn rhan o grŵp ffurfiol (e.e. drwy ffurfio Cyfeillion Coedlan Ynysymaengwyn) / By being part of a formal group (e.g. forming Friends of Ynysymaengwyn Woodland)


	9

	Drwy gael fy nghynrychioli gan eraill (e.e. Yr Ymddiriedolaeth) / By being represented by others (e.g. Ynysymaengwyn Trust)

	3

	Unrhyw ffordd arall (cynigwch syniadau) / Any other way (please suggest)


	2 ways suggested: 

By allowing designated public members to be co-opted on to the trust.

By email


2.
Beth ydych yn ei hoffi ynglŷn â choedlan Ynysymaengwyn a pha? / What do you like about Ynysymaengwyn Woodland, and Why?

· The natural habitat is an important feature that makes the caravan site important to me as I come to the caravan to relax.

· I would like the area to stay natural with the renowned flowers e.g. Snowdrops, bluebells, daffodils and wild garlic, as this is the only place around to enjoy this.

· Local attraction.

· Used to enjoy walking under a canopy of trees to enjoy their beauty & peace. Please don’t destroy what is left of it.

·  The positive comments about flora and fauna on the wall sheets – very much agree , -peace, calm etc.

· Like the wildness and would not like to see it overdeveloped

· Natural beauty, peace / Quiet, Wildlife, Flora / Fauna, Sense of History which provides quality of life away from work & town /city living.

· Peaceful natural environment. Plant bird and mammal wildlife.

· I love the trees, the peacefulness, summer and winter.

· Keeping the place as natural as possible. A litter free place accessible at all times. Cleanliness and safety.

· Peace and quiet

· It is a glimpse into a past life, a peaceful place, nice to walk in. Plenty of birds and wildlife, quiet and unspoilt.

· It is one of the very few wooland areas close to Tywyn where one can enjoy peace and quiet. 
· An area of natural beauty in which we are allowed to roam

· The freedom to walk safely & quietly all year round. The shelter provided -  protection from the winds in winter  & sun in summer. The natural beauty. A special place well used by locals. 

· The coolness & peace of the woods – Nature, Birds singing, peace etc.

· The flowers in spring, the oldness of the wood itself and my family like the wildness.

· The natural beauty of the areas Wildlife & Flora – Quietness of area not commercial.

· Unspoilt nature, wildness and informality of the routes around the site. Somewhere to enjoy a quiet walk with my dog, because my four legged friend finds the place enchanting and interesting. A choice of long or short walks, depending on the weather, winter or summer – flowers, birds, animals and solitude. I’ve known it all my life, now a little uneasy at the prospect of it all being homogenised and made safe by the Health & Safety Moronic minority, that will penalise common sense. I love the wilderness and solitude of nature being in charge. 

· Natural beauty of woodland and streams /bluebells & flowers, wildlife / birds. Relaxation / quiet. All in a natural environment.

· To keep the place as natural as possible. The natural beauty of the surroundings and the feel of history going back a log way.

· Somewhere pleasant to stroll – especially in hot weather - & to enjoy ‘ a lost world’ of fauna, flowers, trees etc. Natural beauty, snowdrops & bluebells. Locals have annual rituals of visiting the natural flora woodland. City visitors love to visit natural woodland, not contrived, artificial ‘countryside’ that they are used to.

· Because it is lovely, a walk in the ‘Park’ very Welsh, & how we like it that way.

· Like walking through the woods safely and enjoy the wild flowers in the season and enjoy the natural habitat.

· The shelter provided – protection from winds in winter and sun in summer and a special place and well used by locals.

· I enjoy the walks it is so peaceful

· The location. The history. The whole concept, (apart from the necessity of the Caravan park) I have known Ynys since 1950 and went over the house and grounds then.

· It’s peaceful in places, takes you back in time, no modern additions

· The peace and the fact that it is a place where flora and fauna can all live as they should, for me it is a place of history which should be remembered  and respected. The wildness I love muddy paths after rain (buy some wellies)

· I like walking through the woods safely – I enjoy the wild flowers in season and enjoy the natural habitat.

· Free access at all times of the year

· Appreciate being able to take dog/s on walks

· We love the peace and calm of the area – especially in the winter time. It’s a lovely spot to walk and feel safe. Ideal for people and their 4 legged friends – controlled of course!

· All the trees, kitchen garden and riding my bike with my son on the back. Walking through the trees and letting my son explore. I actually like the fact that the place has not been formally developed and made clinical

· This is my first appraisal of this woodland, having read the articles  in the Cambrian News. I was recently hoping to have a week’s holiday in a caravan, but found that the caravans there were privately owned.

· Nid wyf yn gyfarwydd a’r goedlan yn Ynysymanegwyn eto. O’r lluniau yn yr arddangosfa mae’n edrych yn lle arbennig iawn. I am not yet familiar with Ynysymanegwyn Woodland. From the pictures it seems to be a very special place.
· Peace and quiet – another route connecting Bryncrug and Tywyn away from the noise and pollution of the public highway.

3.
Beth hoffech ei weld yn digwydd er mwyn gwella eich mwynhad o’r goedwig a pham? What would you like to see being done to improve your enjoyment of Ynysymanegwyn Woodland, and why?

· Clearing of path approach to dovecote

· Suitable walking paths for all groups e.g. pensioners / disabled / young families to ensure safety for all visitors.

· Paths cleared for ease of walking for accessibility for people in wheel chairs and scooters – especially for people who are confined to wheelchairs or buggies!

· Improve the paths but not to spoil the wild flowers. Let parts for wildlife.

· Improving paths, Developing buildings into units to reduce vandalism.

· Paths – safety

· Clearing of felled areas. The paths are now non – existent. Very dangerous over the rough timber left around. It is dangerous and hard going. The mud areas filled as these have been in a terrible state for years & need regular maintenance. Bridges replaced and with non slip wires or similar – these should be re –opened –not closed! Need to know when this work is likely to be done, Also brambles.

· Footpaths - instead of looking for nature you have to watch were your putting your feet, tripping over the tree roots etc.

· Yn gyffredinol hoffwn weld ystyriaeth lawn yn cael ei roi i fynediad i bobl anabl – fe fydd hefyd yn bwysig bod y byrddau arddangos a’r arwyddion yn addas ar gyfer pobl hefo anhawsterau gweld. Fe ddylai’r arwyddion fod yn ddwieithog hefyd.Generally I would like to see full consideration being given to disabled people – it will also be important that display boards and sgns are suitable for people with vision disabilities, All signs should be bilingual.
· The buildings and Paths in the area and the up keep which in the past has not been done and to keep the area well maintained.

· Greater access and usage for all.

· The pathways need improving. Mountain bikes spoil the paths for walkers and dogs.

· Put in some all-weather paths so that they are not muddy and ensure access for all.

· Footpaths should be re-opened

· Prevention of bikes and motor cycles

· I welcome the proposals to reduce traffic on the site by providing a car park on the main road.  However, I am concerned that the disabled parking facility may be abused. The site entrance on the main road is very hazardous. The children’s playground can only be reached by crossing the site road.
· I would like to see the area tidied up and made safer I would like it to remain accessible to the public. I would like to see the buildings and walls maintained to prevent deterioration and promote safety for the public.

· Surfaces should be environmentally friendly & please consider the disabled with crutches and sticks.

· .Keep cars well away from woods (cars regularly seen in woods!

· Dogs allowed to roam only in certain parts. ‘Dog Poo’ bins, otherwise on leads. Also children only areas – ask for their ideas! Dinosaur park! 

· Enforcement of rules to clear up after dogs

· Stop mountain bikes wrecking the footpaths and turning it into mud bath, seating for people who may need it. Bridges over the ditches and kissing gates strategically placed to hinder mountain bikes.

· Separate bikers from pedestrians

· Formally introducing a proper mountain bike route away from pedestrian pathways

· Priority – keep out mountain bikes at all cost. Provide picnic tables in the Walled garden area.
· Selective removal of trees and gradual planting of wildflowers and shrubs to provide cover for wildlife until the new trees can grow.

· Increase number of picnic benches but sited to cause least damage to the environment and to reduce litter.

· The occasional sitting benches would be welcome but kept separate from picnic areas – to sustain nesting birds.

· Restoration of natural look clearing tidying. Restore bridges / walls etc.

· Do not remove any more trees!

· Minimum interference beyond maintenance & health & safety concerns regarding trees, paths and drainage ditches.

· Maybe put some nest boxes up to attract some more species of birds. A few seats in the woodland and a couple of picnic tables in the kitchen garden would increase the enjoyment generally.

· Putting up nest boxes would help attract birds like the Pied Flycatcher – schools may be interested in projects like these.

· Careful clearance to open up the existing mature trees as so many are obscured from a good view of them.

· Please let us have a mirror opposite the main entrance. It is so dangerous to exit the site.

· A welcoming entrance is needed as the current entrance appears to be to a private property.

· A café, units and Warden to make it safe for children

· A warden / overseer would need to be appointed. It has to be safe for everyone – especially children & older people – good access for disabled.  Coffee shop and toilets. Safe children play area. Picnic areas & tables vandal proof Information sites and leaflets with history of the area. Sufficient waste bins and dog bins.
· Perhaps ‘Friends of Ynysmanegwyn’ – local people & regular visitors could pay £10 perhaps a year, have twice yearly reports and get involved with tyding up etc. School groups could have special ‘work day’ The way to keep this beautiful place beautiful is to get people involved. May I say that I’m glad that the changes are being made sympathetically with thought for the natural environment. A carpark on the road lay-by would be very useful.

· .I would like to see more seating there to sit and enjoy the surroundings.

· Better seating around Ilex tree 

· Suggest choosing locations of picnic tables by vote, e.g. send out blank map and ask for 10 locations.

· Clearing of the rubbish

· Getting rid of rubbish and unwanted rubble bricks etc and to put some allweather paths so that they are not muddy to provide east access for all concerned

· As phase 1

· The history of the area mansion, dove cote, kitchen garden, evergreen oaks, woodland walks (Victorian) as people need to know what the major contributor to local history did. All needs signing with a nature trail included. Nesting boxes installed for birds / owls / squirrels. Planting of more woodland flowers natural to the area. Tidy up lane and remove old rubble from demolished sheds. Dog bins in a discreet place – for dog people to use.
· Information boards need to tell the history of Ynysymanegwyn so that people realise just what Ynysymanegwyn was like.

· We would like to see more information about the history of the place and this will gain respect for the place.

· How about putting an article (regular) in the Ca,mbrian News about the site and its wildlife.

· Keep us informed through regular newsletter.

· Respect and consider the Caravan owners. We should not suffer deterioration of privacy.

· Leave it alone – quite happy with the proposals
· Trustees who want to be trustees and are willing to put time and effort into the whole estate because then we would get somewhere. There must be a management team and a long term plan.

· We as caravan owners would like to be consulted on future developments especially as we contribute & to the trust.

· Will let you know when I have been to visit Ynysymaengwyn

4.
Oes gennych ofidiau ynglŷn â’r hyn sydd ar y gweill? Os felly, beth ellir ei wneud i leihau’r gofidiau hyn? / Do you have any concerns about the Trust’s proposals for improving the Woodland? If so, how could these be minimised?
	Gofidiau / Concerns
	Sut i leihau’r gofid/ How to lessen concern

	Over development would destroy the facility’s natural habitat – it could become like a city park. 
	By limiting development to meet only health and safety needs.

	Board walks and wider paths will alter habitats

Cycling

Keeping the area as natural as possible
	Consider giving accessibility but not excessively so to any group of people.

On such a small nature reserve, duplication of walking / cycling routes will decrease the potential for flora and fauna. Cycling is not a good idea for the site.

	Not to disturb wild flowers (bluebells, ramsons etc) No mountain bike tracks wanted 
	Just be careful 

	To treat the area with respect, retaining the atmosphere & beauty instead of totally destroying it.
	

	I am concerned that the natural look and appeal of the of the woods may be compromised by any attempts to encourage overuse. People who enjoy a natural environment will seek out such places. Attempts to actively encourage increased visitors may spoil what is already there. We want a wood not a theme park!
	By not trying to make the woods appeal to every * all tastes. The woodland will never be all things to all tastes. Protect what we already have.

	The over development of the paths for wheelchair access
	Leave some natural paths



	Not any unnecessary use of concrete
	Use of natural materials, wood, wood bark etc

	A wood is a wood and not meant for wheelchairs
	

	
	Doing the jobs so that they blend in

	The whole project begins to look like an urban motorway
	

	The development of the workshops for commercial use
	They could be used for storage of equipment or as potting sheds

	That plans are carried thro as proposed
	Regular checks on upkeep etc

	I would like the area to be improved without to many restrictions on public use
	By monitoring plans at each stage and continued consultation

	Not really
	

	No concerns at all! Whatever is done will be an improvement to the enjoyment of visiting the woodland.
	

	The proposals are very good
	

	. The general proposals seem a good idea for the long term because it will improve access and the naturalness which will attract more wildlife.
	

	Do not make it a rubbish ground for the general public
	

	Spend money on units and toilets
	

	Unsafe trees  How many more to be felled?
	

	Gate by the river
	Has been in this unopenable state for years

	Access for disabled should be ??? concern
	

	Fandaliaid yn malu’r llwybrau Vandals destroying paths 
	Cyd-weithio gyda grwpiau ieuenctid / ysgolion i roi perchnogaeth iddyn o’r cynllun. Work with local youth groups to dive them ownership of the plans.

	Main concern is that as static caravan owners we have no say or hear anything about the site until now
	By being kept informed

	Continuity of Plan when trustees have changed. To ensure that status quo is maintained throughout the next 10 -20 years.
	

	Not to start things and then forget them as with the enterprise building by the Dove Cote.

We do not want it commercial it needs to retain its beauty
	Needs to be maintained regularly – Community Service

	As long as everything is kept to the plans
	

	Continued maintenance could be a problem
	Ground workers should be regulalrly checked by supervisior

	What happens to the felled tree after it’s been cut down? What about small branches, wood chips etc? Chance of re-cycling them.
	

	A small pond but not big enough to fish from and no cycling in the wood please.
	

	Problems with rubbish and glass
	Rubbish bins at entrance to woodland – especially at small parking area near playground

	Entrance is dangerous
	Place mirror opposite main entrance


5. 
Pa gyngor hoffech ei roi i’r Ymddiriedolaeth wrth iddynt reoli’r goedlan? / What advice would you like to give the Trust when managing the woodland?
· Don’t make it to formal. Proceed with care maintaining as much as possible of what’s left of the trees. Make gradual changes instead of drastic ones.

· Felling / improvements to environment should not endanger nesting birds / early flowers. Carry out work at appropriate times of the year

· Keep it as naturistic as possible

· Please do not sanitise the park, do not want to see Dolgoch Falls footath type of treatment, as it now detracts from the visual amenity. 

· Try to keep it as it was originally – no modernisation unless absolutely necessary.

· Be careful please

· Try not to make the footpaths too formal and so lose the ‘wildness’ of the walks

· Active and ongoing management to ensure no future large scale & disruptive restoration.

· When the work has been undertaken that it is maintained.

· Long Term

· Work together with the people that use the wood, be much more open in your management. Make a long term plan and stick to it. Have none councillors as trustees.

· Listen to local requests & keep informed by local press & notice boards.

· Keep in touch with local people and listen

· Many sensible and valuable points have been made on the wall sheets.

· Keep up the good work
· To move the car park to the lay-by is an excellent idea. Keep use for all (walkers, dogs, disabled and mountain bikes)

· Please provide litter bins at the Parking Areas.

· Do something about the lovely area

· We have used the woodland for many years & I and my family have Never seen anyone – groundsman or casual labour – doing any general tidying. A regular check by supervisor.

· Fe fyddwn yn annog yr Yddiriedolaeth i gysylltu a grwp mynediad Meirionnydd i gael mwy o fanylion ynghylch addasrwydd y llwybrau ar gyfer pobl anabl. Mae’r manylion cyswllt ar gael gennyf (Swyddog Cymunedol y Parc) I would encourage the Trust to contact Meirionnydd Access group to get more information about suitability of paths for disabled people. I have the contact details (SNPA Community Liaison Officer).
· Take advice from established trusts and learn from their experiences.

· The woodland area is for everyone to enjoy as the Corbetts requested – Don’t change to much but try to restore what the Victorians had / or seemed to have – Tranquil settings for their pleasure and leisure.

· Watch out for Vandals

· Please splay out the road outlet it is dangerous to turn out

· Please ??? the proper information boards for people to realize just what Ynysymanegwyn was like

6.
Pa sylwadau eraill y dymunwch eu gwneud? / What other comments would you like to make?
· After compartment 4 was cleared a great deal of tree litter was left behind and I thought this was a serious fire risk.

· I have enjoyed the chance to see future plans & read visitors comments.

· This is a great idea (meetings), shame it was not done years ago. Especially before the felling of the trees, which we know is necessary but could have been done gradually. Removing and replacing so our woodland could have been maintained.

· As a regular to Ynysymaengwyn over 20 plus years & paying into the trust each year through site rent it would be nice to be regularly updated on what is happening with our monies. An invite to the public meeting would have been nice!

· There was no indication of income / expenditure at this consultation relating to Ynysymaengwyn and wonder where this information is obtainable from? Perhaps the trustees could publish these in the local press each year as part of their charity commission report.

· Hold an ‘Open Day’ on site to encourage local community to explore, use, appreciate this resource (guided walks etc).

· Are end of year reports financial available for viewing?

· Please, please, please maintain the natural tranquillity of the beautiful & historic woodland.

· Do not remove any more trees!

· The area is to small & intimate for developing for mountain bikes & should be dedicated to pedestrians & invalid chairs.

· Could St Annes’ Walk be replaced and the Woodland Trust help.

· Disability – Surface environmentally friendly & ????. Please consider the disabled with crutches and sticks.

· Involve local schools with nest boxes and perhaps rubbish clearance. Clearer signs for walks in the area.

· I have worked for the National trust in Snowdonia. I may be interested in helping clear rhododendrons this Autumn.
· Dog bins and bins

· Is it possible to have specific area for dog walkers to keep the ‘mess’ off the walk ways? 

· The replaced trees. Please check on the supports. Some have been installed incorrectly stifling the new saplings. Lots of glass still lying around. I clear this regularly and still it appears! I also spend a lot of my walking moments collecting rubbish. Who is responsible for this. My concern again if more picnic tables are added, will rubbish bins be left along side & if so who will be responsible for emptying. Could do with rubbish bins at entrances to woodland – especially at the small parking area near playground.
· If any bike paths are proposed. Please separate from the footpaths.

· I suggest a series of kissing gates would deter the mountain bikers

· I like the idea of accessibility, and cycle paths, although it is important that pedestrians and disabled are kept safe from cyclists.

· In the past when work has been done this has not been maintained which has had a detrimental effect on the whole site.
· Main entrance leaving the site needs to be thought about speed of traffic approaching i.e. double white lines.

· A major concern is access to the site – New people getting off the site through blind entrance – An accident waiting to happen – especially for disabled people. White line to avoid overtaking.

· The exit from the grounds into the main road is quite tricky! – difficult to see oncoming traffic! Could this problem be improved.

· I feel that we the people of Tywyn have been badly let down by these and past trustees, this estate was left for us and we have very little say in its running.

· Wish the trustees well in their quest, it is not going to be easy, as not everybody will be happy. Still want to be able to walk my dog in the woods without endless rules and regulations telling me what I can and cannot do.

Gethin Clwyd
Hwylusydd Annibynnol / Independent Facilitator
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